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because I do not wish to waste paper in chaffing an old Cam-
bridge friend.

I am sorry that my letter has caused a reply from any Cam-
bridge man, for there is nothing to be said. I know all the
facts of the case better, I believe, than " Cellula," and merely
wished to give outsiders a view of the comparative situation of
the two Universities in regard to natural science. It is simply
untrue (a mistake, of course, on " Cellula’s " part) that the
Cambridge Museum excels in comparative anatomy of the
vertebrata. Mr. J. W. Clarke, curator of the museum, will
tell him, as he has told me, and as I know by experience, that
the vertebrates are among the worst parts of the collection,
there being no good series, which can be used by a student, of
such organs, in fishes, reptiles, birds, and mammals, as the
heart, alimentary canal, brain, &c.

Professor Stokes does not lecture on experimental physics,
but on mathematics. Professor Willis lectures only on applied
mechanics. I said nothing against the abilities of Professors
Sedgwick, Liveing, Humphry, Newton, and Babington, whom
I know personally, and greatly regard and respect. I said,
and still say, that these professors have no proper assistants,
and hence the " staff is inefficient." Professor Sedgwick pays
an assistant (Mr. Seeley) out of his own pocket; and Dr.
Humphry’s stipend as Professor is so small that he felt
it right to retain half his practice on accepting the profes-
sorship, instead of giving up his whole energies to the chair.
Dissection of human bodies is quite in accordance with the
traditions of University life ; in fact, at one time, Oxford and
Cambridge were great in human anatomy.
Having corrected thus one or two of " Cellula’s " mistakes,

I wish to protest against misrepresentation. I look at medi-
cine with no jaundiced eye, ancl do not require to be told of
the excellence of the profession, being myself a medical
student. And further, as to "pointing with scorn" at Cam-
bridge, I could not do so, for I retain the strongest affection
for her, and those with her; but I do despise those who with-
hold from her the means, or money, she has a right to. Were
"Cellula" as anxious for the real success and progress of his
University as I am, he would be ready to admit deficiencies,
instead of quite irrelevantly puffing and flattering certain pro-
fessors, whose merits require no introduction from him.

Finally, I have a more personal grievance to speak of.
" Cellula " denies me anything homologous with a liver; and
in the last Cambridge Natural Science Tripos papers, I see that
the examiner asks why Lumbricus has no perivisceral cavity ?
I am afraid, Sir, if my anatomy is so little understood at
Cambridge, my intentions in writing to you have but little
chance of being appreciated there. I do possess what is
called "hepatic tissue," and, like all other worms, rejoice in a
"perivisceral cavity."

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Oxford, Jan. 1868. LUMBRICUS.

DR. GRAILY HEWITT’S PLUG-PESSARY.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-Permit me to make one remark on Dr. AveIing’s
letter in THE LANCET of the 18th instant, on the plug-pessary
described by me in THE LANCET of Jan. 4th.
My friend, Dr. Aveling, is in error in supposing that I con-

sider it " necessary that the stem should be kept rigidly at
right angles to the disc." The instrument, as generally used
by myself, consists of two distinct parts so adjusted that
the stem enjoys a considerable degree of both lateral and
forward or backward motion on the disc. It is, in fact, a
sort of universal joint, and the separate construction allows
of its more ready insertion. On the other hand, it is oc-

casionally convenient, when the instrument has to be worn
for some time, to more rigidly connect the two parts pre-
vious to introduction ; the angle must then be suited to the
requirements of the case.
For the rest, it is very gratifying to me to find that in

regard to the mechanics of this subject, my views are in
accordance with those of such an able man as Dr. Aveling.

I remain, Sir, yours &c.,
GRAILY HEWITT.

TAPEWORM IN BIRDS.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-The observation of tapeworm in the sparrow by Mr.
Gentles is interesting; mostly, however, on account of the

curious fistula. How to account for that is really a puzzle,
unless we imagine that the worm may have been developed in
the cellular tissues directly from the cysticercus, a condition
which is extremely improbable. Tapeworm is by no means
uncommon in birds. I have seen it in young rooks, and grouse
frequently have it. Not many years ago there was an epidemic
of it on some of the northern moors ; and I heard more than
one shrewd keeper give an explanation of it which I think
will apply to Mr. Gentles’ unfortunate sparrow,-viz., that
the birds have partaken of dog droppings. Dogs, and in my
experience more especially setters, are frequently troubled
with tapeworm ; their motions are laden with the ova, and
frequently joints of the entozoon, so that it is not unlikely
that birds would get it from such a source, more especially
rooks and sparrows. To the heather-eating grouse the expla-
nation scarcely applies so well; but still it would not be diffi-
cult to imagine their accidentally partaking of some food to
which ova were attached.

I am, Sir, yours, &c.,
Wakefield, Jan. 1969. LAWSON TAIT.

P.S.-I am quite certain that Von Siebold is right in as-
cribing the " sturdy " in sheep to the ova of the tcenia serrata
(solium) dropped from dogs ; and it would be interesting if some
experimenter would tell us if a hen fed upon the proglottides
of the tapeworm would have the worm instead of the cysts
developed in her. 

---- 

L. T.

SULPHURIC ACID BATH IN YELLOW
FEVER.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-With reference to the communication of "An Army
Surgeon," which appeared in your issue of the 28th December
last, I beg to state that when I suggested and used the sul-
phuric acid bath in the treatment of yellow fever, I had not
seen Sir Ranald Martin’s work, or any other publication on
the subject. I am glad, however, to learn that a similar mode
of treatment had suggested itself to a person of Sir Ranald
Martin’s observation and experience.

I believe that the mineral acids, applied endermically, will
be found not only to allay febrile excitement by a diaphoretic
action, but also to exercise their special therapeutic effects
more surely and more safely than if administered internally in
such a disease as yellow fever, where there exist great irrita-

bility of stomach and disorganisation of the mucous surfaces ;
and I hope that this method of using them may be further
tried and reported upon.

I am. Sir. &c..
J. M. GRANT, M.D.,
Deputy Inspector-General.

PARISIAN MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

THE good people of Paris are now having some rest and relax-
ation after the terrible weather which prevailed here, and to
combat which all the vital forces of the organism were strained.
Your readers have doubtless had from other sources some account
of the frosty days which opened the year in this quarter of the
world-how the Seine was completely congealed ; how nothing
of the like had been seen since 1843 ; how some strong-minded,
indomitable people would persist on walking over the river, not-
withstanding the perils of the undertaking and the timely objur-
gations of friends ; how the Government, with paternal solicitude,
placed a cordon sanitaire of policemen along the quays to save
these indomitable individuals from a very cold ducking, if not
worse ; how there was delight for the Skating Club, and agony
for the wretched poor ; how in the streets of Paris nothing was
to be seen of the human face but blue noses, half hid by huge
comforters, and stuck upon shivering figures either bent upon
stamping out the cold, or stealing hurriedly along the walls, &c.
Enough of this has been said ; and I shall content myself with
noting that old King Frost, notwithstanding his popular reputa-
tion for clearing up the blood and invigorating the spirits, has
created his usual havoc among the young and the aged, and has
brought a large number of fractures in the hospitals of Paris, the
H&ocirc;teI Dieu of Lyons, St. A.ndr of Bordeaux, &c. We are now
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enjoying here some very mild days, crossed, it is true, with some means adopted for effecting it, namely, the obligation enforced
rain and wind, but as a balmy spring when compared to the severe upon parents of bringing their children to the Mairies, is a most
weather we have late’y had. aosurd and cruel custom, which can only tend to increase the
Whether it be owing to the so-said invigorating effects of the already frightful mortality of children. Several medical men had

cold,-to which I have just alluded,-or rather to the excellent already protested against this measure, when latterly the subject
resolutions, and the subsequent bustle which the opening of a was brought up de novo to the Academy of Medecine by a
new year brings on, the scientific bodies of this place are at talented young practitioner of Paris, Dr. Gustave Rousseau.
present full of life and movement. Of this spirit I have already The Academy of Medicine agreed that steps should be taken in
noted some manifestations in my last letter. The last meeting order to obtain a favourable change, while the Soci&eacute;t&eacute; Protectrice
of the Academy of Medicine was particularly lively and in- de 1’Enfance addressed a petition to the Senate. The petition
teresting. had been favourably received, and the question appeared to be
M. Ricord has inaugurated his presidency at the Academy of sub judice. At the last meeting of the Academy of Medicine,

Medicine with an able speech, remarkable for its liberal spirit, M. Robinet attempted to make out a case in favour of the

great judgment, and happiness of expression. Alluding to the employ&eacute;s of the Mairie. A child had just been born in his
importance and difficulty of his present duties, the orator said family, and he had"been so delighted with the amenity of the
that, fortunately for him, he might compare the Academy to a errcployes on the occasion (instead of requiring the presence of the
little republic, with a president who reigned but did not govern ; child they actually contented themselves with a declaratron from
the indulgence of its members, the good harmony which reigned the accoucheur) as to put the question whether public opinion
among them, the courtesy and calm which characterized their had not been over-severe towards the implicated officials. M.

debates, would facilitate his task. In this society the old but Robinet’s argument was found rather too personal, and indeed
charming appellation of "Amenitates Academicae" would ever produced the contrary effect of rousing afresh the spirit of the
be realized. He grieved at the heavv strokes which death had Academy. Baron Larrey happily gave an appropriate form to
inflicted on the illustrious company during the last year; and, this outbreak of energy, and it was decided on the instant that

mentioning the names of the departed-J-obert, Trousseau, the Board should the very next day pay a visit to the Minister of
Follin, Velpeau, Rayer, Petroz, Guibourt, Jadioux, Civiale, and the Interior with a view to obtain a better state of things.
Lagneau-he paid a just tribute of praise to the memory of each. At a recent meeting of the Academy of Medicine, M. Avrard,
Fortunately the Academy had renovated itself in the adjunction of La Rochelle, read a memoir, in which he discardecl all danger
of such valuable names as Barthez, Chauffard, Demarquay, in the employment of intra- uterine injections, when used accord.
Gueneau de Mussy, Hardy, Herard, Legouest, Mialhe, and ing to his method, a double courant. Assuming this freedom from
Vigla. The orator indicated the elevated position which the all dangerous consequences, the author asserts that they effectuate
Academy occupied among scientific bodies, and marked out its a cure in mucous metritis and its complications, parenchymatous
distinctive features. The Academy loved progress, favoured metritis and the ailments which flow therefrom, versions and

progress ; but it served also to moderate progress. 
" In the flexions of the uterus. They repel the diathetic manifestations

human organization the ignition of fever is often a salutary re- developed in the womb. Further, not only is uterine catheterism
action, which it would be imprudent to check. But there is need free from all danger, but it is scarcely painful, or altogether
to keep this reaction within certain bounds, beyond which seda- painless, according to the time of employment in the intervals of
tives would be necessary. In like manner the fever of progress the periods. These sweeping assertions certainly require to be
must be controlled, if it is not to become destructive. This pro- confirmed.

tecting watchfulness devolves mostly on Academies. The seda- M. Moutard-Martin, one of the physicians of the H6pital
tives of the fever of progress are history, tradition, the constant Beaujon, has been making interesting experiments on the action
observation of disease and of the diseased, that human and social of arsenic in phthisis, the results of which he sums up as follows :
desire of relieving the sick and of turning off disease without 1. The action of the substance is undeniable. 2. It is par-
which our science would be but a vain subject of curiosity or a ticularly efficacious when phthisis assumes a slow and torpid
Sterile branch of natural history." course. 3. Acute tuberculosis is in no way modified by its em-
The Academy of Sciences has also proceeded to renew its ployment. 4. In a great number of cases, even when phthisis is

board. M. Delaunay, the former Vice-President, now sits in far advanced and attended with hectic fever, the general state of
the presidential chair, and M. Claude Bernard has been unani- the patient is favourably modified, at least during a certain time,
mously elected Vice-President, and will therefore step into the 5. Local lesions are modified more slowly. 6. Success in a cer-

presidency next year. Before leaving office, M. Chevreul, the tain number of cases must be attributed to the use of the remedy.
late President, made a short speech, in the course of which he There would be a greater number of successful cases if the patients
also had to deplore the loss of many members during the last persevered in the employment of arsenic. 7. In order to be effica-
year. Jobert’s place is now occupied by Nelaton ; M. Wurtz cious, the treatment must be protracted. 8. The doses must be
has succeeded Pelouze ; Baron Larrey sits in Civiale’s stead. extremely small. 9. It is not necessary to give more than two
But three more seats still remain to be occupied, namely, Vel- centigrammes per diem. 10. Contrary to the opinion of certain
peau’s, Rayer’s, and Flourens’, and the Academy has not yet writers, arsenic is better tolerated by patients who are in the
elected a foreign associate to take the place of our illustrious early stages of disease than bythose who have reached the period
Faraday. of consumption. 11. When the doses are kept within the limits

Before I have done with the subject of renewal of boards-a of from 0015 milligrammes to 002 centigrammes, tolerance be-
subject which is quite &agrave; l’ordre du jour at this time of the year- comes indefinite, so to say. 12. Arsenic especially exercises a
I shall just mention that of the Society of Surgery. It may be reconstituting action, and modifies secondarily the pulmonary
of interest to note this somewhat important change, at least as lesion. Certain facts, however, prove that arsenic possesses a
far as concerns the three first scientific bodies of Paris. M. direct action over the respiratory functions : it may exercise an

Legouest, who occupies the presidential chair in lieu of the re- influence on the pulmonary tissue itself and on the tubercle.
gretted Follin, has now taken the chair on his own account, In a memoir recently presented to the Academy of Sciences,
while M. Verneuil has been elected to the Vice-Presidency. M. Broca describes a novel group of tumours, which he designates
Apropos of a double election for foreign members, which has just by the name of odontomes, and which are constituted by the
taken place at the latter society, it may be well to remind my hypergenesis of transitory or definite dental tissues. According
readers that the three learned bodies I have named, animated by to the period of occurrence, the extent and gravity of the altera-
a courteous and open scientific feeling which cannot be too tion which it determines, the disease which affects these organs
highly appreciated, have a fixed number of seats which they give may destroy or not their normal property of producing the ele-
by election to foreign medical and scientific men. At the Society ments of dentification. Odontomes may, therefore, remain in the
of Surgery, for instance, the foreign members form two classes : state of soft tumours, or take a dental consistency, constituting
they are simply corresponding members, or they become asso- in the latter case irregular dental masses, of sometimes consider-
ciated members, let us say Fellows. At the last elections to able size. M. Broca divides their evolution into three periods :
which I have alluded, De Graefe, of Berlin, was named a Fellow, 1, formation ; 2, dentification ; 3, a state in which dentification
while Mr. Pemberton, of Birmingham, Barbosa, of Lisbon, is completed, and in which the tumour becomes stationary both as
Wilms, of Berlin, and Mazzoni, of Rome, became corresponding regards its structure ’and its size.
members. At a recent meeting of the Medico-Chirurgical Society of
You are perhaps aware that in Paris, and, Ibelieve, in some Paris, M. Grassi entered-into some interesting details concerning

of the larger towns of France, there exists a municipal enact- the cure of a case of asthma by means of the iodide of potassium.
ment which compels new-born children to be presented at the This communication gave rise to various remarks from some of

respective Mairies within the third day after binth. The object the members. M, Martiaeau observed that Trousseau had often
of this presentation is to insure the regular registration of the employed iodide of potassium in similar cases with success. M.

population-a measure the benefit of which is obvious. The Gougenheim asked whether the disappearance of the disease had
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not been followed by the production of some other ailment, to which
M. Grassi answered in the negative. The patient had been cured
since eighteen months, and no morbid symptom whatever had
been observed since then. M. Guyot and some other members
mentioned that they did not believe, as some writers had observed,
that the cure of gout or migi-aine was followed by the appearance
of some other disease. M. Simonot, alluding to the curious
forms which asthma sometimes assumes, mentioned the case of a
medical man who was affected with most troublesome attacks
of asthma whenever he resided on land, whereas he became

completely free from all symptoms of the disease as soon as he set
foot on board a vessel.
At the same sitting M. Bertholle made a communication in

which he related a case of syphilitic disease of the testis, with a
double fistula, and which got completely cured after three months’
employment of a specific treatment. The nature of the disease
was not .discovered through the state of the testis itself, but

through the existence of other symptoms, such as periostosis of
the arm and forearm. The patient had had a chancre about
twenty years before ; but since then no further symptom had
manifested itself. The iodide of potassium was first administered
with success, and was followed by Van Swieten’s liquor, which
brought on a complete change at the end of the third month since
-the patient had been first seen. M. Bertholle drew a twofold con-
.olusion from the details of the case: the tendency of syphilis not to
cure spontaneously, and the marvellous efficacy of a specific
treatment. This led other members to express themselves in most
satisfactory terms in regard to mercury, and to wonder how some
medical men could have latterly attacked this really inestimable
.remedy.

Paris, Jan. 22, 1868.

EDINBURGH.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

THE first conversazione of the season was held at the College
’of Surgeons on Friday evening, the 17th instant. A lecture was

given by Professor Bennett " On the Atmospheric Germ Theory."
The company were received by the president, Professor Spence,
in the Museum, and included many of our distinguished citizens.
The lecturer reviewed the opinions of various observers who
allege that the germs of animal and vegetable growths float in
the air, and these depositing in fluids, give rise to the forms of
life found therein. He stated the results of many experiments
performed by himself, and exhibited infusions which had under-
gone various chemical manipulations ; and described how the air,
before being admitted to the flasks in which they were, had been
treated. It had been passed through sulphuric acid, liquor
potassae, and a high temperature, and still in most of the flasks
the appearance of growths were visible. He further alluded to
the frequency with which a growth of one kind was found in an
infusion contained in a deep glass, whilst a growth of another
kind was found in the same infusion contained in a shallow plate
on which the deep glass was placed-both being subjected to the
influence of the same atmosphere by being covered with a bell-

glass. He also described the progressive forms found in these
infusions : first there were Bacillaria and vibrio, but before other
animalcules were found these had broken up. He thought th:tt
alternate generations in the infusory animalcules was not impro-
bable, and gave his views at some length as to the growth of the
lower organisms from molecules. He was of opinion, from his
experiments, that the development of these germs in infusions
could be explained by reference to the temperature, the density,
and the chemical nature, but seemed to give the chief importance
to the first. This interesting lecture was concluded by referring 
to the theological view of the matter. !

This lecture has come at good time, for at present popular
sympathy is elicited in favour of the treatment of nearly all
diseases by sulphur-spray or fumigation. Dr. James Dewar,
of Kirkcaldy, Fifeshire, lately published a pamphlet "On the
Application of Sulphurous Acid, Gaseous and Liquid, to the Pre-
vention, Limitation, and Cure of Contagious Diseases.’’ In this
he advances the theory that the zymotic diseases arise from para-
sitic growths, that sulphurous acid is the best parasiticide, and 

,

that diseases from the Cattle Plague to chilblains are to be
treated by means of it. Other medical men have recommended
the employment of this agent, but the most enthusiastic supporter
of the treatment is Mr. Robert Pairman, L.R.C.S., Biggar. He
also published a pamphlet, " The Gre-tt Sulphur Cure brought to
the Test," which has reached the seventh edition. Dr. Dewar

has introduced the use of sulphurot1s acid spray which has been
used with benefit in diphtheria, croup, and diseases of the throat.
It has also been recommended in pulmonary phthisis, but in this
disease the benefit derived from it is less manifest. The popular
form of using the remedy is by burning pastilles made of sulphur
and charcoal, these are used for healing affections of the throat
Mid chest, and for the fumigation of rooms or clothes. The ap-
plication of the spray to the throat has been frequently found
very useful and as observations are being made by many of our
hospital physicians and general practitioners we shall soon no
doubt have some furtler evidence on the advantages and disad-
vantages of this long used drug, and on the correctness of the
theory on which it is recommended.

"THE LANCET " REPORT ON WALSALL
WORKHOUSE.

OuR readers will have observed the challenge thrown out to
our Commissioner, in Thursday’s Times, to reply to the
attack on his report on Walsall workhouse, made by Mr.
Andrew Doyle, the Poor-law inspector of the district.
We particularly recommend to the attention of the public the
evidence of Mr. Doyle’s merits as a Poor-law inspector which
is afforded by Dr. Smith’s report on Birkenhead workhouse,
and Mr. Doyle’s report on the same, which are printed on
opposite pages of the set of Provincial Workhouse Reports
that has just been published, and to which we have referred
in another column. But for a full and complete exposure of
the truth in the matter, the public must wait till an

impartial inquiry is held, or at least till our Commissioner’s
detailed reply, which has been sent to Lord Devon, has been
called for in the House of Commons, as it certainly will be
early in the approaching session.

Medical News.
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND,-The

following gentlemen, having undergone the necessary ex-
aminations for the di.ploma, were admitted Members of the
College on the 21st and 22nd inst. :-

Blue, William Archibald Sinclair, Strathalbyn, S. Aastritlia.
Bradford, Robert Mark, Exeter.
Brett, Francis Charles, Burlington, Yorkshire.
Cs, Henry, St. George’s-road, Pimlico.
Chapman, Henry Thomas Hugh, Lower Seymour-street.
Chilcote, Herbert Nicholas, Babbicombe, Devon.
Danaher, James Williams, Piaistow.
Davson, Frederick. Adams, B itish Guiana.
Denne, Thomas Vincent de, Stotfold.
Evans, John, Cardiff.
Evans, Owen Thomas, Bangor.
FurnivaU, Cnarles Henry, Ebury-street, Pimlico.
Gill, Henry Clifford, Kentish-town.
Gosse, John, Poole.
Hall, Richard Strange, Lei!;’h, near Manchester.
Jacks 111, Edward, Darlington.
Jones, Caarles John, Anglesey.
Kesgey, David, Dundss, Canada.
Kenyon, John Edward, Hooton Pagnell.
Littleton, tyhiiip Richard, Plymouth.
Lloyd, Juhn, Abergwiii, Carmarthen.
Lorimer, John Archibald, Maida-vale.
Lucas, ltichard Clement, Compton, near Petersfield.
Lyne, Henry, Plymouth.
M.Donald. John Clisholm, Claverton-street, Pimlico.
M’Kay, Hugh Munro, Woodstock, Canada.
M’Larry, Duncan, St. Thomas’s, Canada.
Marsh, John Wilford, Wickhambrook, Newmarket.
..’/!: arshall, Frederick, Kenfish-town.
Morris, David Edward, Carmarthen.
Parr, George Ch:s."tes, Cambridge-street, S.W.
Prior, Richard Henry, Chichester.
Renshaw, Bernard, hes, Kent.
Theon, Gaas Wallace, Bungay, Suffolk.
Walker,John Robert. Clifton-gardens, Maida-hill.
Withington, James Bissell, Hereford.

APOTHECARIES’ HALL. - The following gentlemen
passed their examination, in the Science and Practice of Medi-
cine, and r3eei’’’’ed certificates to practise, on the 16th inst. :-

Baylie, William Edward, Longfleet, Foole, Dorset.
Parkinson, Edmund Wollastan. Shere, Guildford.
Seccombe, Edward Hepburne, Cedars-road, Clapham.

Th3 following gentleman also on the same day passed his
first -examination :-

TicehuMt, Angustjs Rowland, Guy’s Horptta!.


